THE MOUSE 
MERCHANT 


Dick Whittington, three times the Lord Mayor of London, owed his 
fortune to a cot. In this endearing Jataka tale, which preceded the 
popular English folktale by more than a thousand years, the hero 
owes his fortune to a mouse! Meet the most successful entrepreneur 
of the Jataka period - the Mouse Merchant. 
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THE MOUSE MERCHANT 


S> 




IN THE crr^ OF , >9 '^OUNG MAN 

ms ONCE ON THE LOOK-OUT FOR A JOB} 



n SO HfiPPBNEP THAT THE ROVAL TREASURER, 
ACCOMFAINEP 3V A FRIENP, PASSEP By. 


THE KINQ VALUES VOUR 
WORK. THE TREASURY IS 
OVERFLOWING WITH RICHES. 
WHAT 15 THE SECRET OF 
V WOOR SUCCESS P 






r>^ 


fJJ INITIATIVE 
^ ANP 

7 ^ enterprise. 


<.»tr 




I LL EXPLAIN 
WHAT I MEAN. 
OO VOU SEE 
THAT I7EAP 
MOUSE ? / 






nV 






EVEN IF HE HAS 
NO MONEY, A YOUNG 
MAN WITH INITIATIVE 
COULO JUST PICK UP 
THAT MOUSE ANP 
START A BUSINESS. 




V. '?-• 






■> 


TA'i 






rj 


m 
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'lOUNG MAN STOFPSP O AZ£P AT 

THF DEAP MOUSE ^ 




... BUT the 

TREASURER /MUST 
S>UREL7 KNOW 
WHAT HE IS 
TALKING about f 



BUT WHAT 
CAN I PO 
WITH IT ? 




The Mouse Merchant 



AH ! NOW I KNOW 
WHAT HAS ATTRACTEP 
HIM ! 






BUT WHAT CAN I PC? 
WITH THIS SiMALL COIN? 
THE treasurer HAP 
SAIP ONE MUST HAVE 

^ enterprise ... ^ 

HMM. 


_V 












3 











































































































































































amar chitra katha 





llL WAIT ^ 
HERE FOR THE 
FLOWER-GATHERERS 
TO RETURN FROM 
■V WORK. r 



ISp.'v 
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THANK VoJ^ 
SON.MAy [ 
VOU LIVE I 
LONG. J 


VM 


BROTHER,you 
MUerr BE TIREP. 
HAVE SOME 
WATER ANP 
A LITTLE GOR. 


y*.V c 






If; 




-» ' ll>-v4, 
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HOW REFRESHEP WE FEEL 
AFTER PRINKING THAT 
WATER! MAV THESE FLOWERS 
ALSO MAKE VOU HAPPY, 

L. SON. ^ 


EACH or THE kifORKERS PRANK SOME 
WATER ANP GAVE HIM A PUNCH OF 
FLOWERS IN RETURN. 


THE ^UNG MAN TOOK THE FLOWERS TO 
THE TEMPLE IN THE CITy. i —- 








•y 






THANK YOU. 




The Mouse Merchant 




WITH THE MONEV HE EARNED, THE VOUNG 
MAN BOUGHT A BIG WATER POT ANP A 
LARGER QUANT!Ty Of GUR. THE NEXT PAV 
HE WENT BACK TO THE FOREST. 



LATER, HE WENT EVEN 

grass-cutters were 


FURTHER AM9y, TO THE FIELDS WHERE 
WORKING . 
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brother , 

AR£ KINP TO (JS. 
WHAT CAN WE PO 

for '/ou in 

RETURN ? 


nothing 
at present 






A k\ONJh «9S5EP ^y. OWE EVENINQ 
THE HOUN6 MHN WAS RETURNINQ 
HOME, WHEN /) STORM &ROKE OUT, 


[ei^ervwhere, the winp blew POWN 


LEAVES ANP PRV BRANCHES. 



IF THERE IS 

MONEV IN A PEAP MOUSE 
THERE 5H0ULP BE 
MONEY IN THESE LEAVES 
ANP BRANCHES. TOO I 

9 m 
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VOU LOOK 
WORRIED, UNCLE 
CAN I HELP 
VOU ? 


HOW CAN 

VOU ? THE OARPEN 
IS LITTEREP 
WITH BRANCHES.. 


THE NEXT MORNING ME WENT TO THE PALACE GARDEN ANP SECURE TO THE 
GARDENER . 


L ■» ^ ^ 
















Vf 









...ANP THE KING IS ^\f I’LL HELP VOU \ 
EXPECTED ANY MOMENT \ IF I CAN KEEP | 
NOW. I PON’T KNOW THE FALLEN j 

HOW TO CLEAR THE ^ BRANCHES. / 
MESS BEFORE HE ] 

COMES. / \ I 


TAKE THEM. 
SON. ONLV, 
TAKE THEM 
AWA7 SOON. 

fc * * 


I'LL GO ANP GET 
SOME HELP. I’LL 
BE BACK IN A 
MINUTE. 


■A 


- 


r 




/ 


•^VW- 




■ 


vO), 


>'k;. 






'f 






\ 




'J 




if 


THE HOUNQ MAN DID NOT HAVE TO 
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GIVE AAE 

some! 


THEN COME ON 
P0V6- l*LL 
6IVE WOU , 
SOME. 


EVERYONE 
WILL GET 
HIS SHARE 


3UT YOCi MUST 
EARN IT. 


WOULP YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE 
SOME MORE P 


TELL US 
WHAT WE 
SHOULP POl 


WE ARE 
REAPY1 


THEN 

COME WITH 
ME. 


The Mouse Merchant 




-Vo 


YOU MUST COLLECT 
ALL THE FALLEN 
BRANCHES ANP HEAP 
THEM 0UT5IPE THE 
s. GARPEN. ^ 




*^>1 


r>.' 








— 


0/^ 


• /•/ 


w 




ly y<- 


:z‘ ^ 


. «\ 




i « 


■'ll* 




!*• 


%l * 




THAT’S 
EASY ! 












^v*V' 






I 


. .^u.J Cd.^ rt'^' ' ■ - .iA^>nK Ti ? » i*“v^ 



QUICKLY IHE^ OATHEREP UP 
THE FALLEN BRANCHES > 





FORMEP A LONCr HUMAN CHAIN TO 
PASS THEM ON*.. 


1 *^' 



— ..» »• 






... 14^1 



* • 


. TO A PLACE OUTStPE THE GARDEN 




AH ! YOU HAVE FINISHEPl 
HERE IS YOUR REWARP 
V delicious QURJ 


«• IH. 


' • • ^4li' 


»u 


,,-vW “ 


THANK 
YOU » 


thank 

VOUI 


1^4 ^ • 
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IV 




A 
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t/OBT AS THE HOUNQ MAN WAS WONPERINGr WHAT ME SHOULP PO 



...A POTTER CAME PV ANP 5TOPPEP | 

HIS CART. 


IS THAT FOR 



HERE ARE SIXTEEN 
COPPER PIECES. PLEASE 
HELP ^E LOAP MV CART. 



NOW I HAVE ALL 
THE WOOP I NEEP 
TO FIRE THE POTS 
SPECIALLV ORPEREP 
^ &y THE KING. 












THE ^OUNQ MAN THEN WENT WITH 
THE POTTER,,. |--- 
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have VOLl HEARP? 
THE HORSE-PEALER 
WILL BE COMING 
TOMORROW. 




HURRIEPLi, HE WENT TO THE 


PRIENPS 



\ 


! I I 


■ I 

i ‘r.j ?! 



% » 


I WANT A 
BUNPLE OF 
GRASS FROM 
EACH OF 
VOU. 



ANP I WANT VOO 
TO PROMISE THAT 
TILL TOMORROW 
AFTERNOON VOU 
WILL NOT SELL 
ANVONE ANY 
GRASS AT ALL . 



VOU ARE OUR 
FRIENP. ANP WE 
WILL PO WHAT VOU 
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t 7WAT EV£NJNG 



THE NEPiT MORNING THE HORSE-PEALER 
ARRtWEP WITH FIVE HUNPREP HORSES 
AT THE OUTSKIRTS OF VARANASI. 



T 

WHERE HAVE THE S 
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OOOP ! THEN 
HELP ffH 
LOAP THE 
CART. 




HERE HOU 
ARE, SIR, FIVE 
HUNPREP 
BUNDLES OF 
. GRASS. I 
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I AN l[?eA STRUCK him 
LIKE LIOHTNINO — 




HE BOUGHT NEW CLOTHES BNP 
THEN WENT TV HIRE B CBRRIB6E. 


SENP THE 
CARRIAGE TO 
ME EARLV 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. HERE 
16 SOME MONEY 
' AS AN 

ii 

ADVANCE. 
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HE WBS, NBTURBLiy, THE FIRST TO 
GREET THE MERCHBNT. 


WELCOME TO 
VARANASH 


I AM HAPPY TO 
MEET YOU, SIR 




WANT TO SUY ALL 
THE MERCHANPI5E 


YOU HAVE BROUGHT. 




RIGHT- IT IS A 
PLEASURE TO PO 
BUSINESS WITH 
YOU. 



the MERCHBNT QUOTEP B PRICE TO WHICH 
THE WOUN6 MBN REBUILD BQREEP. 


I NEEP TIME TO ARRANGE 
THE PAYMENT. MEANWHIL£,| 

HERE 15 MY 
SIGNET RING AS 

SECURITY. 
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<!)T PAi&REAK . fi HUNPRED mERCHANTSf CfiME TO THE HHR&OUR . 






WE 


CAN 


ANY 


r LET 
PERSONS 
> TRAPE 
LL BE 
RUINEP ! 


HE 


IS 


NOT 


ONE 


OF 


US 
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^ SIR, WE WOULD LIKE 
TO BUY A SHARE EACH 
OF THE TOTAL 
. MERCHANDISE. > 


WE’LL PAY A 
THOUSAND GOLD 
PIECES EACH... 


WELL, GENTLEMEN, HAVE 
YOU A PROPOSAL TO 
MAKE TO ME e 
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that will make it 

A HUNPREP TH0U5ANI 
PIECES SINCE THERE 
ARE A HLINPREP 

merchants 


THAT WILL MAKE 
IT ANOTHER 
HUNPREP THOUSANP 
QOLP PIECES! 


WE’LL PAY 
HANPSOMELY — 
ONE THOUSANP 
PIECES EACH. 




Hf^VINQ AGREED lO THE PEAL, 7HE ^OUNQ MAN RETURNED HOME 
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The Mouse Merchant 



GURU-PAKSHINA » 


TO SHOW HIS GRRT/TUPBfHE WENT 
CALL ON TNE TREASURER, TAKING 
HALF HS PROFITS WITH HIM, 


SIR, PERMrr ME TO 
PRESENT YOU WITH 
THESE COINS AS MY 
HUMBLE GURU'PAKSHINA. 





BUT I HAVEN'T SEEN 
YOU BEFORE ’ I HAVEN 
TAUGHT HOU 
AN^ THINS ? 


YES, YOU HAVE J 
I CAME BY ALL MY 
WEALTH IN 

FOUR SHORT MONTHS, 
SIMPLY BY FOLLOWINQi 
YOUR TEACHING. 


THEN HE TOLD THE TREASURER 
THE WHOLE STOR^, STARTING 
WITH THE PEAP MOUSE 




SO HE MARRIED THE ^OUNG MAN TO HIS 

l^auqhter And game him all his 

family ESTATES. 


I nc UL/i/i-'c.oo Ur r>u(_Cto:3 

SMILES ON THOSE WHO SHOW 
INITIATIVE . MAY YOU ALWAYS 


21 






































































































































































































amar chitra katha 



fN VARANASI, THERE ONCE UVEP A WATER-CARRIER 



though he worked hard, he bar but 
earned enough for two meals a pav 


HOWEVER, ONE PAV HE MAPE A 
LITTLE EXTRA MONEY, 


ONE PAISA ! 


IT WILL BE SAFE 
BEHINP ONE OF 
THESE BRICKS. . 


WHERE 
SHALL 1 Hide 

treasure p 









A/iZi BARNEP A LITTLE MORE THAN HE 

^LUTELH needed, he had never had such LUCK BEFORE. 


'I 


<=► 
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amar chitra katha 
7fi£ ^EAieS PASSED B'f. HE MAR^EP » 

WATER-CARP!EP • TMET BUILT A HUT NEAR THE SOUTHERN 
ar^. ONE AFTERNOON 






I Wi6H 

W£ COULD GO TO 
town this EVENI 
TO ATTEND THE 
FAIR 1 BOT WE 

PON’T HAVE 
ENOUGH -MONEY. 


\ K. 


u 


OF COURSE, WE DO I 
I HAVE MONEY — 
ONE PAISA ! I’VE 
HIDDEN IT AWAY 
IN A SAFE PLACE. 


' 


HI 




• u 








• % 






i 


S*i 


\ys 








’^'^•1'-- A\\_ 


V 



VES, YES, I’LL 
BE BACK AT 
ONCE \ 
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AH I THERE’S " 
THE PLACE ! ONLY 
A LITTLE MORE 

distance 

[ TO GO f ^ 


rti 





RELAXING IN THE PALACE BALCONT, SAW 


RING UPA^A, WHO WAS 
WATER-CARRIER • ,- 


I WONDER 
WHAT MAKES 
HIM RUN AT 
THIS TIME OF 
THE DAY. 
LOOKING SO 
HAPPY ! 






















































































































































































amar chitra katha 




THE KING WANTS 
TO SPEAK TO VOU 
CO/^E < 


I HAVE /WORE I/WRORtant 

things to po.j have 

NO TIME TO /WEET 

^ the king.... 


WHAT A 5I/V1PLE MAN ! 
PON’T VOO REALISE IT 
IS AN MONOOR TO BE 
taken BEFORE THE 
N KING ? ^ 


7>7£ GUflRPSf 
USE FORCE TO TAKE 
THE v^HTER-CHRRlEf^ 
TO THE RING- _ 
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PISREGARPING THE /VlIPPAV 
SUN, VOU RUN FROM ONE ENP 
OF THE CITV TO THE OTHER. 
POES VOUR TREASURE 
CONSIST OF A HUNPREP 
THOUSANP 60LP COINS? 


NO, NOT 

THAT MUCH. 



NOf 


not THAT 
MUCH f 
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VE5, WITH THAT MONEV 
I CAN BtiV A LOT OF THINGS 
FOR MV WIFE ANP MAKE 
s. HER HAPPy. y 


MV FRIENP^ you 
PON'T HAVE TO RON 
TO THE NORTHERN 
GATE TO GET ONE 
PAISA. I WILL M 

. GIVE IT TO 
V VOU. 


HERE,TAKE 
this ANP GO 
HOME. 


1 WILL TAKE WHAT 

GIVE ME. BUT I WILL 
0 AND GET THE OTHER 
^01N, TOO. 


The Mouse Merchant 



I WILL ACCEPT 
THEM. ALL THE 
SAME, I WILL GET 
? THE OTHER ONE, 
V. TOO. > 


MV FRIEND, DON’T 
EXERT VOURSELF. 

I WILL GIVE VOU 
TWO PAISAS. 




TH£ KING 
RfilSEP HIS 
OFFER. 



I WILL GIVE 
VOU A HUNDRED 


PAISAS. 




IS THERE NO WAY 
I CAN SAVE HIM 
FROM THIS 
STUBBORNNESS? 


THANK VOU. I WILL 
TAKE ALL VOU OFFER 
ANP THE ONE I HAVE 
MIDDEN, TOO. 


29 






























































































































































































amar chitra katha 



I WILL GIVE VCXJ HALF /HV KINGPOA^ 
IF ONLV VGU WILL AGREE TO PROP 
^ THE IPEA OF RUKJNIN r,— v 

. ^ NOW FOR ONE (% 

PAISA < . 


PtSP£RA7BL'i, THE KING RAISEP HIS 
OFFER. AGAIN ANP AGAIN. BUT THE 
i VmTER-CARRIER INSISTEP THAT HE 
WOULP GO A NO FETCH HIS HIPPEN 
TREASURE. FINALLY — 


I AGREE I 




-' NOW, FRIEND 

tell me which 

HALF OF THE ^ 
KINGDOM 
CHOOSE TOf^ 

^ HAVE . mm 


THE KING HELP A PARBAR TO CRO^N THE 
^ATER-CARRIER fr/NG OF ONE HALF OF THE 

RiNGPOm . 



THE WATER-CARRIER 
THOUGHT FOR A SECONP-— 



f I WANT THE 

northern half 

OF THE KINGDOM 


VOU’VE 
WON AGAIN! 




— \ iv iai ,1 I 

»v>4 TfoT^ TTn/tr'^ r^G^SU^B WH,C 

^ NORTMEJiN WALL . 


The Mouse Merchant 



KING SUVARNAKA WAS A GENEROUS NtONARCH. NO SUPPLICANT 
EUER LEFT WITHOUT RECEIVING A GIFT FRON\ HIM... _ 



I DO WISH TO 
GIVE VOU GIFTS 
EUT THE SUN 
GOP PREVENTS 
ME FROM 

DOING SO. > 


...EACEPT WASHOVARMAN. 



■ ' \ J ■ - 


nS LONG AS 
HE IS WATCH¬ 
ING,! CANNOT 
GRATIFY VOUR 
WISH. ^ 



SL. 



Y he is not INFIRA^. 

L so let me see ^ 

f IF HE HAS HIS 

V WITS ABOUT )f.} 

HIM. ^ 


■>*- 



/ 
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EfiCH QRH THE KIN6 WOULP POINT fiT 
THE SUN /iNP y/iSHOmpM/lN WOULP 
LEfIVE PISSPPOINTEP^ 



I KNOW. BUT 
THE SUN 
GOO... 


BUT ONE PHV 


MftHARfld, I HAVE 
BEEN SEEKING 

alms of you 

FOR A LONG 
TIME NOW. 


'AJ>- 






/)5 TNE KING LOOKED UP HE PIP NOT 
THE SUN. J 


i S V J 


THEPE WPS P TOTPL SOLPR ECLIPSE 


WHATEVER VOU 
V^ISH TO GIVE 
PLEASE GIVE 
NOW... 


/ 


•••WHEN MV 
ENEMV IS STILL 
IN THE GRIP Of 
HIS ENEMV^ 






=17/ 


HA 


HR 












A 




7//f /r/A/<S RENIOI^ED his GOLO NECKLPCE PHP 

f?P/‘ r% ljic. 


- ^ / / 

ACCORDING TO PCIRANAS AN Etn^IT 

SWALLO^MED BV THE DEMONS RAhu ^R S."" SON OR THE MO< 


‘<V9 
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Vikramaditva s Throne 

BRAVEHEARTS 

Stimng tales of ' h/ 

ana women uf /noV? 

A Nation Awakes 
Ahilyabai Holkar 
/^atashatru 
AKbar 

Amar Smgh Rather 

Ashoka 

Babur 

Bagha Jatin 
Bajirao I 


Baladitya And 
Yashodharma 
Baiban 

Banda Bahadur 

Bappa Rawal 

Beni Madho And Pir Ali 

Bhagat Smgh 

Bidhi Chand 

Bimbisara 

Chand Bibi 

Chandra Shekhar Azad 
Chandragupta Maurya 
Chennamma Of Keladi 
Dara Shukho And 
Aurangazeb 
Durgadas 
Ellora Caves 
Hakka And Bukka 
Han Singh NaKva 
Harsha 
Hemu 
Humayun 
Jahangir 
Jalliarrwata Bagh 
Kaipana Chawla 
Kochunni 
Knshnadeva Raya 
Kunwar Singh 
Lacnit Barphukan 
Lalitaditya 
Mangal Pande 
Noof Jahan 
Padmmf 

Panoa And Hadi Ram 
Paurava And Alexander 
Pnthviraj Chaunan 
Raja Bhoja 
Raja Raja Cnoia 
Rana Kumbha 
Rana Pratap 
Rana Sanga 
Rani Abbakka 
Rani Durgavali 
Ram Of Jhansi 
Ranjil Smgh 
Rash Bihan Bose 
Roopmati 
Sambnaji 
Samudra Gupta 
iea Route To India 
Shah Jahan 
SoaSivanjna 
s^^antau'^ 

£ner Shjh 

Shi ,aii 

SuOhas Chandra Bose 

I'r ]ra Ka.:ia 

r.Kh n .'ii Cfhen.u; 

Cf Shi.jii 

Tara;! 

Tcfc’ ng r ;0 t 
Th.‘ Hist'ji'i ^ '> f"' 

.M K'l' I 
T pij S^ilnn 
,por HaniiTiif 
^ per Sav y k.ii 
ehj T'i.m'Oi 
'kr yr'j. 'if, I 

CONTEMPORARY CLASSICS 

r 0 ^f f ' ' 

irul.'UO 'f' ' i‘ 

I ne Blue . i 
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